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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 09 March 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1 -20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. In the response to the last office action, the applicant changed the scope of the claims by 
replacing all the claims. The examiner has determined that the change in scope is materially 
sufficient to necessitate search and consideration of the added limitations and/or clarifications. 
The examiner acknowledges that no new matter has been added by this amendment. 

4. The examiner will also interpret the claims in the light of the definitions included in the 
remarks and specification, particularly the narrowing definition of a unique ID as opposed to a 
file name (including path name). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patcntabi I it\ shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yeung 
(7,171,468) in view of McKibben et al. (7,139,761). 

7. For claims 11, 17, Yeung teaches a method and apparatus (abstract) for managing files in 
a file management system comprising a plurality of user terminals and a file management 
apparatus for managing file transfer actions among said plurality of user terminals (col. 1, line 1 
- col. 4, line 67; col. 32, lines 47 - 52), said method comprising the following steps which are 
performed by said file management apparatus: 

a. upon entry of a fde to be made open from at least one of said plurality of user 
terminals, assigning an ID to identify said file, and storing a combination of said ID of 
said file and a sub-ID to identify a delivery action of said file in the past into a file 
transfer actions database (col. 15, line 45 - col. 17, line 65), 

b. wherein, after said combination is stored into said file transfer actions database, if 
it is found that a transfer of said file was performed at least between two user terminals 
among said plurality of user terminals (col. 5, line 1 - col. 6, line 60), said file 
management apparatus stores and manages a sub-ID of a transmitting-end user terminal 
and a sub-ID of a receiving-end user terminal, on said file transfer actions database (col. 
18, lines 50 -55). 

8. Yeung does not expressly disclose that the ID is a unique ID as defined in the 
specification. McKibben teaches a method and system (abstract) of file management (col. 1, line 
1 - col. 6, line 15; col. 20, lines 47 - 60) that includes this limitation (col. 9, line 50 - col. 10, 
line 40). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
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McKibben IDs to Yeung's system in order to improve file transfe3r transactions (col. 3, line 60 - 
col. 4, line 5). 

9. For claims 12, 18, Yeung teaches storing history information about the transfer actions of 
said file, which has been stored into said file transfer actions database, into said file transfer 
actions database, said history information corresponding to said unique ID (col. 9, line 50), 
wherein said history information comprises at least one of the following: a user ID to identify a 
user that requested the file transfer action, an activity to indicate the type of the file transfer 
action, a file name assigned to the file, a time and a date when the file transfer action was 
performed, contents information to describe contents of the file, and a file type to indicate the 
type of the file (col. 11, line 30 - col. 12, line 10). 

10. For claims 13, 19, Yeung teaches a method for visualizing file transfer actions, said 
method comprising the following steps which are performed by said file management apparatus: 

a. accepting a visualization request to visualize transfer actions of a file (col. 21, 
lines 15-30); 

b. retrieving data corresponding to file transfer actions having a unique ID of said 
file specified by said visualization request, from said file transfer actions database (col. 
15, line 45 - col. 17, line 65); 

c. creating a flow model of a tree structure (col. 10, lines 15 - 55) in which a tree is 
formed by connecting file transfer action data with the sub-ID of said transmitting-end 
user terminal to file transfer action data with the sub-ID of said receiving-end user 
terminal, the root of the tree being data corresponding to the initial file load action (col. 
18, lines 50 -55); and 
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d. presenting said flow model (col. 21, line 15 - col. 29, line 35). 

1 1 . For claims 14, 20, Yeung teaches that said file management apparatus, in presenting said 
flow model, presents a directed graph with nodes of sub-IDS from said file transfer actions data, 
a link between two nodes being represented by an arrow-line indicating the direction from the 
source to the destination of file transfer (col. 21, line 15 - col. 29, line 35). 

12. For claim 15, Yeung teaches that said file management apparatus presents said flow 
model as a time sequence list display (col. 21, line 15 - col. 29, line 35) in which file transfer 
actions are arranged in time sequence in which the actions were performed (col. 9, line 50). 

13. For claim 16, Yeung teaches that said method comprising the following steps which are 
performed by said user terminals: 

a. extracting the unique ID of a file whose transfer actions are to be visualized (col. 
15, line 45 -col. 17, line 65); 

b. retrieving data corresponding to file transfer actions relevant to said unique ID in 
time sequence, from said file transfer actions database (col. 11, line 30 - col. 12, line 10); 

c. creating a flow model from the data, according to the sequence of said file 
transfer actions in time sequence (col. 10, lines 15 - 55); and 

d. presenting said flow model (col. 21, line 15 - col. 29, line 35). 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MELVIN H. POLLACK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3887. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Melvin H Pollack/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2445 
19 May 2009 



